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of orthodox timidity ?   Now Mr. Baldwin and Sir
Samuel Hoare sat in the seats of Mr. W. H. Smith -
and Sir Stafford Northcote, while conviction and
heredity both  sent Mr.  Churchill  up  against the
clean-shaven * Goats " of his own day.

The controversy was exacting. But its practical
significance closed for the moment with the passage
of the Government of India Bill against his unrelent-
ing protests. Yet one consequence remained. For
he had opened his campaign with a blunt announce-
ment that " nothing will turn me from it, and I have
cheerfully and gladly put out of my mind all idea
of public office." He could not expect it now from
Mr. Baldwin and still less from Mr. MacDonald,
when his strange gyrations brought him to power
with Mr. Baldwin at his elbow and a large Con-
servative majority in the latter part of 1931. So
Mr. Churchill had retraced his footsteps towards the
wilderness again. He was still a Conservative, too
good a Conservative, perhaps, for party managers
and the strange hybrid of the National Government.
For it was not easy to imagine him as the successful
colleague of Mr. Snowden and Mr. J. H. Thomas
or as a dutiful subordinate of Mr. Ramsay MacDonald,
whose elusive qualities he had already attributed with
felicitous irreverence to " The Boneless Wonder/*
But he remained Conservative, hanging on the party's
flank and equally prepared to charge its enemies or
to correct its leaders' line of march.
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